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 PROVIDER SPOTLIGHT Congratulations to St. 

Rose of Lima Preschool in Hastings on their 3 Star 

Rating in Great Start to Quality.  

Lori Pearson, Principal St. Rose of Lima School 

wrote, "In the fall of 2016, St. Rose of Lima School 

began her preschool, The Rose Garden. Barry 

County preschools have waiting lists, and it seemed beneficial for both the foundation of the school 

and for the community at large to establish a program. In August of 2017, we expanded to three year-

olds. Great Start to Quality has been a wonderful addition to our preschool. It helped us to better 

define our preschool. What curriculum is the best fit for our school? What would feed into our K-6 

curriculum smoothly? What would help us prepare our children for the next level of their educational 

journey? How do we communicate this to parents in our school and local community?  I worked with 

Amy Lason and Stephanie Giolitto. Amy came to our school and not only walked me through the 

features and benefits of Great Start to Quality, but she sat next to me and worked through the 

application process with me. We currently are a three star rated preschool, but with a few 

modifications, we will be a four star in no time. Parents seeking preschools will be able to find out 

more about our school through the Great Start to Quality website, and eight families have already 

investigated us online!  Great Start to Quality will help our good preschool become a great preschool. 

Allegan, Barry, Branch, Berrien, Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, & Van Buren 
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   MEET YOUR NEW QUALITY IMPROVEMENT SPECIALIST   

My name is Ra’Shel Abbott and I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 

myself as I join the team here at Great Start to Quality Southwest Child Care 

Resource Center. To briefly share some of my background I was born and raised in 

Kalamazoo. I received my Bachelor’s Degree in Advertising and Public Relations 

from Grand Valley State University in 2010. After Spending several years in Grand 

Rapids, I moved back home to Kalamazoo where I currently live with my husband 

and our 2 children, Aliyah age 5 and James II who is 4 Months old. I developed a passion for working 

with young children after spending several years employed by the school system and having children 

of my own. It was during this time I realized the importance of providing high quality early learning 

experiences for every child. I look forward to working with children and providers to continue to bring 

early quality learning to programs near you.  

 

Infant/Toddler Continuity of Care 

The practice of continuity of care (COC) is designed to keep very young children together with their 

caregiving team over a long period of time, typically two to three years. There are two popular models 

for achieving COC: one involves multi-age (or mixed-age) grouping and the other is the ‘looping’ 

method. The multi-age model, like it sounds, involves mixed-age groups that might include young 

infants, toddlers, and two-year-olds, all together in one room. At some designated time, often during 

summer or early fall, children who have ‘aged out’ (typically age 3) move out, and new, younger 

infants or toddlers move in.  

In the looping model, a group of caregivers starts with infants, sometimes as young as six weeks old. 

The group remains together until, typically, all of the children turn three and move on to preschool. 

The caregivers then ‘loop’ back to begin with a new group of infants for a new three-year cycle. 

A Thought to Consider 



 
 
 

 

Whether in a setting that uses multi-age grouping or looping, in a COC model, a child who begins a 

program as a young infant remains with the same caregivers and most of the same peers for up to 

three years. 

Excerpt from Child Care Exchange to read more on the benefits and research behind Infant/ Toddler Continuity of Care 
please view the full article at: 

Article Link: https://www.childcareexchange.com/article/continuity-of-care-with-infants-and-toddlers/5023346/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southwest Resource Center Provider 

Open House:  

When: March 27th, 2018 

Time: 6:00- 8:00 PM 

Location: Child Care Resources 

Join us for fun and creative ways to 

incorporate “Month of the Young Child” 

at your programs for the month of 

March 

Infant Toddler Super Saturday:  

When: March 24th  

Time: 9:00am-2:30pm 

Location: Berrien RESA 

5 Hours of Training 

Fee: $25 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Your Great Start to Quality Southwest Resource Center, Child Care Resources, works with parents, child care providers, businesses and the community to improve 
access to quality child care and early education so that every child enjoys safe, nurturing and inspiring care. 

Child Care Resources 
268 E. Kilgore Road, Suite D 

Portage, MI  49002 

  

Visit us at:  

GSQ Website: www.greatstarttoquality.org 

CCR Website: www.CCR4kids.org 

 

In October 2009, Child Care Resources (CCR) expanded to include the designation of a Great 

Start to Quality Regional Resource Center for the Southwest Region of Michigan. Funded 

primarily through a contract with the Early Childhood Investment Corporation, CCR serves 

the counties of Allegan, Barry, Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, and 

Van Buren to provide training, resources, and technical assistance to child care providers 

across all settings: child care centers, home care providers, aides, and relative care. Child 

Care Resources (CCR) continues to provide referral assistance to parents seeking child care 

options using referral lists generated through the Great Start to Quality, Michigan’s tiered 

quality rating and improvement system. 

 

https://www.childcareexchange.com/article/continuity-of-care-with-infants-and-toddlers/5023346/
http://www.greatstarttoquality.org/
http://www.ccr4kids.org/
https://goo.gl/maps/fPJrv

